
Page 1 of 7 
 
 

 
 

MINUTES 
 

 
Meeting: DEVIZES AREA BOARD 

Place: Devizes Corn Exchange, Market Place, Devizes, SN10 1HS 

Date:  22 March 2010 

Start Time: Time Not Specified 

Finish Time: Time Not Specified 

 

Please direct any enquiries on these minutes to:  

Alexa Smith Tel: 01249 706612, Email: alexa.smith@wiltshire.gov.uk,Tel: 01249 706612 or (e-
mail) alexa.smith@wiltshire.gov.uk 

Papers available on the Council’s website at www.wiltshire.gov.uk 

 
In Attendance: 
 
Wiltshire Councillors 
Cllr Philip Brown, Cllr Jane Burton, Cllr Richard Gamble, Cllr Lionel Grundy OBE, 
Cllr Laura Mayes (Chair) and Cllr Jeffrey Ody (Vice-Chair) 
 
 Cabinet Representative 
Cllr John Brady 
 
Service Director 
Mandy Bradley (Director of Public Protection) 
 
Wiltshire Council Officers 
Peter Dunford (Acting Community Area Manager) and Alexa Smith (Democratic 
Services Officer)  
 
Town and Parish Councillors 
Bishops Cannings - Eric Clark 
Bromham – Jo Partt 
Devizes Town – Peter Evans, Sue Evans, Alistair Gagen, Ray Parsons, Sarah 
Todhunter and Charles Winchcombe  
Easterton Parish Council – Chris Saunders   
Erlestoke – Doreen Oram and Anita Whittle 
Potterne – Tony Molland 
Roundway – Graham Booth, Chris Callow, Rick Rowland, Pat Rugg, Jeanette Von 
Berg and Albert Wooldridge  
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Rowde – Jan Barber and Janet Giles 
West Lavington – Julia Ford 
 
Partners 
Wiltshire Police – Inspector Andy Noble  
Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service – Michael Franklin  
NHS Wiltshire – Tony Barron, Jeff James and Sarah MacLennan 
Devizes Community Area Partnership – Tony Sedgwick (Transport) and Paula 
Winchcombe (Chair of Health and Social Care Forum)  
Conservative Party – Claire Perry 
CPRE – Jim Batt and John Kirkman 
Devizes Guardians – Sarah Bridewell 
Devizes Hospital Community Radio – Justin Leonard and Alan Truscott  
Devizes PHAB – Michael Braund 
Gazette and Herald – Jill Crooks 
Labour Party – Sue Buxton    
Liberal Democrats Party – Fiona Hornby  
Refurbiz – Ken Brown 
Trust for Devizes – Anne Kirkbride, Elizabeth Paddon and Tony Bolland 
Vocation Quest – Steven Harbour and Sue Jordan 
Wiltshire Involvement Network – Phil Matthews 

 
Members of Public in Attendance: 127  
Total in attendance: 181   
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Agenda 
Item No. 

Summary of Issues Discussed and Decision Action By 

1.   Welcome and Introductions  

 The Chairman welcomed everyone to the meeting and introduced 
the new Wiltshire Council Chief Executive, Andrew Kerr, and 
Wiltshire Primary Care Trust Chief Executive, Reverend Jeff 
James. The Councillors and Officers introduced themselves. 
 
The Chairman drew attention to the announcements included in 
the agenda papers. She highlighted that a drop in event to discuss 
the issues and approach to identifying land for new gypsy, traveller 
and show people sites in more detail would be held on Tuesday 11 
May between 4.00pm and 8.00pm at the Corn Exchange in 
Devizes. There would be a flood fair at the Olympiad Leisure 
Centre in Chippenham on Wednesday 14 April between 10.00am 
and 2.00pm. There was the opportunity to meet with Officers to 
discuss proposals arising from the review of special educational 
needs provision at Devizes School on Monday 29 March at 
7.00pm. Councillor Lionel Grundy said that £100,000 was available 
to be distributed through Area Boards for children and youth 
activities, he hoped that at least part of the funding was spent on 
improving rural transport links. 
 
The Chairman confirmed that St Monica’s Trust had withdrawn 
their planning application for a health centre and elderly care 
homes.           

 

2.   Apologies for Absence  

 Apologies were received from Councillor Nigel Carter (Devizes 
North) and Michael Matthews (Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service).   

 

3.   Minutes  

 Decision 
The minutes of the meeting held on 25 January 2010 were 
approved and signed as a correct record, with the amendment 
that Janet Giles should be linked to Rowde Parish Council, 
rather than the Village Hall.   

 

4.   Declarations of Interest  

 Name Item Type of 
Interest 

Nature of 
Interest 

Action 

Councillor 
Jane 

Performance 
Reward 

Personal Town 
Councillor 

Declared 
interest - 
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Burton Grant 
Scheme Item  
No.07   

did not 
vote 

Councillor 
Richard 
Gamble 

Performance 
Reward 
Grant 
Scheme Item  
No.07   

Personal Town 
Councillor 

Declared 
interest - 
did not 
vote 

 

5.   Partner Updates  

 a) Kevin Rowse gave a presentation on the work of the Police 
Protective Services Department and answered questions 
from the floor. Departments covered by Protective Services 
included major crime, special branch, economic crime, 
public order, civil contingencies, critical incidents, organised 
crime, public protection, forensics and operations (such as 
roads policing, dog section and firearms).   

b) The written update from Wiltshire Fire and Rescue Service 
was noted. Michael Franklin drew attention to the two canal 
boat fires that had taken place in the period 
January/February 2010, which represented a significant risk 
because of the number of canal boats in total. Work with the 
Fire Stop project was continuing to identify the more 
vulnerable members of our community who may be at an 
increased risk of dwelling fires. Please contact Jonathan 
Gale (Community Area Manager) at 
jonathan.gale@wiltshire.gov.uk or 01380 734617 if you 
know of anyone who would benefit from a home fire safety 
check.           

c) The written update from NHS Wiltshire was noted.  
d) Councillor Jeffrey Ody reported that a traffic working party 

would meet every two months to address current traffic 
issues before each Area Board meeting. The working party 
involved people from the Town Council, the Community 
Area Partnership, Devizes Development Partnership, a 
relevant Wiltshire Council Officer and Wiltshire Councillors 
Jeffrey Ody and Richard Gamble.      

e) The written update from Easterton Parish Council on the 
Easterton Flood Group was noted. It had been forwarded to 
Councillor Toby Sturgis, Cabinet Member for Waste, 
Property and Environment.   

 

6.   Issues Update  

 The issues log had been circulated with the agenda papers and 
issues could be submitted and tracked online through the Wiltshire 
Council website: http://portal.wiltshire.gov.uk/area_ 
board/areaboard_issues_search.php?issue_location_in=Devizes. 
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7.   Performance Reward Grant Scheme  

 The Area Board considered applications to go forward under the 
performance reward grant scheme from Devizes Hospital and 
Community Radio, Devizes Carnival Committee and Devizes Town 
Council.  
 
Decision 
To reject the bid for performance reward grant funding from 
Devizes Hospital and Community Radio. 
 
The reason for not putting the application forward was that the 
Area Board had concerns over the demand for the facility.    
 
Decision 
To endorse the bid for performance reward grant funding from 
Devizes Carnival Committee.  
 
Decision 
To endorse the bid for performance reward grant funding from 
Devizes Town Council.  
 
Decision 
To endorse the bid for performance reward grant funding for 
the Community Payback Scheme. 

 

8.   Primary Care Complex in Devizes  

 Reverend Jeff James gave a presentation on plans for a Primary 
Care Centre in Devizes. The presentation covered the following 
main points: 

• Plans to reform community services from January 2007 

• Funding of Primary Care Centres 

• Three possible sites identified in Devizes - Southgate 
House, Green Lane and Quakers Walk 

• NHS Wiltshire endorsement of the Green Lane site in June 
2008 

• Changes to the NHS planning context - future spending 
plans assume no growth in resources in the next three year 
period 

• Decision to push ahead with plans for Primary Care 
Centres, with money from efficiency improvements in other 
budgets 

• More flexible use of buildings 

• Quakers Walk site specifically - St Monica’s Trust had 
offered NHS Wiltshire a faster solution that looked to be 
better value for money 

• Two obstacles to the Quakers Walk site remained - financial 
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risks remained unresolved and the site did not meet certain 
space requirements        

• All parties had agreed that further progress was not possible 
on the Quakers Walk proposal 

• NHS Wiltshire’s substantive policy was still to prefer the 
Green Lane site, however Southgate House remained a 
possible site    

    
The Chairman pointed out that questions submitted in advance 
were likely to be less relevant given that St Monica’s Trust had 
withdrawn their planning application. The presentation was 
followed by a 1 ¾ hour question and answer session. Issues 
addressed included the following: 

• Redeveloping Devizes hospital had initially been considered 
- advised purpose built building would be less expensive 
and more suitable 

• Suggestion to rebuild on the Devizes hospital site would be 
considered 

• Purpose of moving GPs - existing GP facilities were not all 
suitable for now and in the future 

• Concerns over existing premises meeting National 
Registering Premises standards 

• Belief co-location would enable people to share knowledge 
and understanding and improve quality of care 

• An interim solution if Primary Care Centre plans could not 
progress in a suitable timeframe - however the longer plans 
were postponed, the more remedial work would be needed, 
making capital investment less likely  

• No plans to close x ray services - Royal United Hospital had 
given notice they wished to withdraw from Devizes due to 
internal reasons, urgent conversations were taking place 
with other providers 

• Savings on running costs from any new build were all 
committed to the Primary Care Centre model 

• Capital gains had not been factored into any of the options, 
because the amount that would be realised was not known 
and the NHS had a rule whereby they must pay a charge to 
invest in a building (currently equivalent to 8%)    

• Rural transport issues - a Primary Care Centre could not 
transform rural transport issues, however centres were 
considered best for provision of an active core of services 
where there were enough patients to make a range of 
services viable 

• Malmesbury as a good working example of a Primary Care 
Centre - though it had been a single surgery and had a 
developer prepared to take some of the financial risk   

• All three GP practices in Devizes were keen to change for 
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the future as the town grows and recognised this was not 
possible with existing arrangements 

• NHS Wiltshire would look for a development partner with 
similar characteristics to St Monica’s for the Quakers Walk 
site, recognising there was less land potentially available 

• The possibility of working with Avon and Wiltshire Mental 
Healthcare would be considered, though without large scale 
work, use of the site was unlikely to make sense 

• St John Care Trust had been approached as a potential 
partner, though Anzac House and Southfield House were 
both older facilities            

9.   Evaluation and Close  

 The Chairman thanked Reverend Jeff James and the meeting for 
the extensive debate. She asked for a show of hands regarding 
views on whether a Primary Care Centre was needed in Devizes. 
Three people in the room believed that a Primary Care Centre was 
not needed and the remainder believed that a Primary Care Centre 
was needed in Devizes.  
 
The next Area Board meeting would take place on Monday 24 May 
2010 at Devizes Sports Club at 7.00pm, with refreshments 
available from 6.30pm.      

 


